TIBER Project 

Customer facing website User Guide

Introduction

The Business website is delivered using PHP and MySQL, and contains information about a replica department store.   Some of the pages on the site are dynamic and display different information each time a user opens the home page.   The colour schemes differ from season to season, for example, yellow for spring and blue for winter.

You can use the web site from the host server by following the link on the TIBER project portal.  Alternatively you can install the files from the CD which can be ordered from the TIBER project team.

Technical Installation

The folder named 'Website' contains all of the files required to run the web site.  You will need to have PHP 4 or later installed for the site to run successfully.  You will also need a MySQL database to be able to operate the news items that you see on the home page. The file named 'news_items.sql' is used to set up your database table.

To upload the web site, you need to upload the files to the root web directory where you want to host the site. Open the 'Website' folder on the CD and copy the files in this folder to your web directory.

Before you can operate the news items, you need to create the table in your database. If you are using PHP MyAdmin to manage your database, you can create the new table by uploading the 'news_items.sql' within PHP MyAdmin. If you use a different approach to using MySQL, you should seek IT support on how to set up the table.

You will also need to connect to your database to be able to access the data.  There are four required variables within the 'db_conn.php' file of the 'database' folder.  Open this file and insert the values before uploading to your web space.

Folder structure

This section briefly explains the folder structure of the website and is here for anyone wishing to edit the web pages.

	Folder
	Files
	Description

	admin
	
	Folder that contains files for the news item feature.

	birmingham
	
	Contains files for the Birmingham store pages.

	brent_cross
	
	Contains files for the Brent Cross store pages.

	bristol
	
	Contains files for the Bristol store pages.

	database
	
	Contains file for making connection to database.

	flash_files
	
	Contains the Flash files used on the website.

	gateshead
	
	Contains files for the Gateshead store pages.

	images
	
	Contains images for website. These are split into sub-folders for each season as well as generic images for the site.

	leeds
	
	Contains files for the Leeds store pages.

	manchester
	
	Contains files for the Manchester store pages.

	nottingham
	
	Contains files for the Nottingham store pages.

	sheffield
	
	Contains files for the Sheffield store pages.

	york
	
	Contains files for the York store pages.

	stylesheets
	
	Style sheets for the website. There are four separate style sheets, one for each season.

	Templates
	
	Dreamweaver templates for the website. There are four separate templates:

· Homepage template (index.php)

· Departments template (for all department pages)

· Stores template (for all stores pages eg. Birmingham, Bristol)

· Other (template for other pages on website ie the pages that are on the left side of navigation)

	
	· about

· buy_online

· careers

· contact_us

· ....

· ....

· ....

· wedding_list

· working_in_partnership
	These are the top level pages for the website containing information about the company. This does not include stores and departments.


Dynamic features of the website

The website is fairly dynamic on the homepage.  The centre column contains news items that can be edited by an administrator and can be displayed at different times of the year to save you time constantly editing and adding news items.

The right hand column titled 'Focus on...' is a randomly selected set of information from an external file, and picks out different information each time a user visits the homepage. This information is stored in the 'index_ads.php' file in the 'Website' folder.

The colour scheme of the website also differs depending on the season.  The colour schemes are blue for winter, yellow for spring, green for summer and orange/ brown for autumn.  You can edit the colours of the various seasonal layouts by modifying the stylesheets.  These can be found in the 'stylesheets' folder of the 'Website' folder, and are named by season.  For example, the winter stylesheet is named 'style_winter.css'.

News items

The news items on the homepage can be edited using a simple web-based interface. There is no link to this via the website, but you can access this by typing in your web address and adding '/admin' onto the end of the URL. For example, if your website address is http://www.thebusiness.co.uk then you would need to type http://www.thebusiness.co.uk/admin
You will firstly be asked to enter the username and password to access the admin area. It is currently set to:

Username: tiber

Password: bus7n8ss

If you wish to change the default username and password, you can do so by editing the 'login_details.php' file within the admin folder using a web editor.

Once you have successfully logged in you will be presented with a simple layout for managing news items. As there are currently no news items, we will add one.

Adding a news items

To add a news item click on the 'Insert new news article' at the bottom of the page. This will take you to a form where you can fill out the details of the news article.

Within this form there is a link to help on formatting text. If you wish to make the text bold or add new paragraphs then this page will help you do that.

The first text box is labelled 'Please enter a headline'. This is for the news headline. This will appear as the headline of the news item on the home page of the website. The second box asks you to enter a brief description. This is a short description of the news item and will appear as a teaser underneath the headline on the homepage.

The box underneath this asks you to enter the main article of the news item. This is what will be displayed when you select the link to view the news item. The final task is to select a month to display the news item. By selecting a month, the news item will only be displayed during that month. This small feature allows you to preset all the news items that you would like to use without having to edit them every time you wish to modify or display new items.

The figure below illustrates the form once it has been filled out:
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Once you are happy with the text you have entered, click the 'Submit' button at the bottom of the page. If you selected the current month as the month for display, you should see the news item on the homepage of the website. Figure 2 below illustrates how the homepage will look:
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On the homepage you will notice there is a link to view the full article. Click on this link and this will display the main body of the news item that you entered into the form.

Editing & Deleting news items

You edit a news item by clicking the 'Edit' button on the main admin page. This will take you to a form similar to that used for inserting new news items.   Make any necessary modifications to the file and click submit at the bottom of the page.

You can also delete any unwanted news item by clicking on the 'delete' link next to the news item you wish to delete.
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