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You may already be familiar with the term Information Technology (IT)

In an educational context this term has in recent years been superseded by Information and Communication Technology (ICT), sometimes C&IT.

This term is credited to Dennis Stevenson, who first used it in the report to the UK government of The Independent ICT in School Commission 1996/7, commissioned by Tony Blair and David Blunkett.
Most people limit their definition of this to Internet-connected computers, although I believe a broader definition is possible, which would include the whole range of technology available to educators to support teaching and learning.
One example of an attempt at a definition, from the government's IT Infrastructure Library is:
"The convergence of Information Technology, Telecommunications and Data Networking Technologies into a single technology." (OGC 2003)

My own working definition would be:

"Any technology which aids the communication of information between people".

In an educational context this may include all manner of technology, including mobile phones, cameras, audio & video recording/editing equipment etc, as well as computers and the Internet.
 A brief overview of technological developments in education

Chalk and slate in schools continued to be used in some areas into the 1940s
These gave way to metal nib ink pens in most schools by the 1940-50s, and by the 1960s the disposable 'Biro' was becoming dominant.

In this post-war era gramophones (record players), tape recorders, broadcast radio and television also became learning aids.

The micro-computer made its first appearance in schools in the early 1980s (Acorn and BBC micro etc).  

1982-85: The Computers in Schools initiative, funded by the DTI.  

1997: The National Grid for Learning (NGfL) was launched
1999-2000: National Opportunities Fund (NOF) IT training for teachers 
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