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Tasks:

Choose ONE of the case studies below on which to base your assignment.

Case Studies

1. George is 29 years old.  He has Down's Syndrome, and until recently lived with his elderly parents.  However, since the death of his father last year, his mother has found it increasingly difficult to cope with meeting his needs.  She has requested that a residential placement be found for him, but has not herself discussed this with George.

George attended a school for children with special educational needs until he was 19.  Since he left school, he has attended a day centre for people with learning disabilities.  At the centre he has been involved in group activities including personal and social skills, cooking and daily living skills.  In addition, he attends a local Further Education College one-day per week, where he is learning basic skills.

George cannot read or write.  He has been slow in learning daily living skills.  He has never travelled to the Centre on his own and while he has been practicing using buses in the company of a staff member from the centre, he has not so far been able to travel independently.  His spoken language is limited and he uses a few Makaton signs.

2. Mildred is 97 years old.  She lives with her 75 year old son in a three-bedroomed council house that she has occupied since it was first built in the 1930s. The estate has over the last 20 years developed a reputation as a "sink estate"; there are few remaining shops and the nearest doctor's surgery is some way away.

Mildred is physically very frail but mentally very alert.  She needs assistance with bathing and dressing.  This assistance has been provided by her son, but following a stroke he is no longer able to cope physically and is showing some memory loss and other after-effects of his stroke.  He has become increasingly short-tempered with his mother.

3. Asif is 35 years old.  10 years ago, he was diagnosed as having schizophrenia and since then he has had several compulsory admissions to hospital.  

At present, Asif is being supported in the community with monthly visits from a Community Psychiatric Nurse, who gives him long-lasting injections of an anti-psychotic medication.

Asif lives with his parents in a terraced house owned by them.  His parents speak little English and their contact with the mental health services dealing with Asif has been minimal.  Asif has expressed a desire to live in his own independent accommodation.  He has discussed this with his CPN, and told them that his parents are not happy about the idea.
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Task 1

Examine the history of the development of the community care and assess its impact on a particular client group.

· Describe how services have changed in the last 15 years for the for the service user group represented by your chosen case study. You should identify the key changes in the planning and delivery of services that have occurred through the major legislation and other developments over the period.

· What impact has this had on the range of choices available to meet the social and housing needs of the service user in the chosen case study? (You need to refer to your case study closely to address this question).

Task 2

Review a Supporting People strategy for your local area and examine this with reference to consultation over housing needs and preferences for your chosen user group. 

.

· Which agencies are responsible for providing services for your chosen user group in your local area and how have they gone about integrating the services involving the statutory and voluntary sectors? 

(Again, you should refer closely to your chosen case study. You should consider the planning process that has arisen from Supporting People and relevant National Service Frameworks).

· To what extent will the housing needs of the chosen user group be met in the planning process in your local area under community care and Supporting People arrangements?

Task 3

Review and evaluate the work of a voluntary organisation operating in the local area and discuss the advantages of such provision for your chosen user group. (You will need to discuss this with them).
· Identify a voluntary organisation in your local area that works with or for this user group. Describe what services they provide and consider their effectiveness in providing services for the user group. 

· What partnership arrangements exist between the various relevant statutory and voluntary organization concerned with this user group? Which organisations are involved and how do they work together to provide services to meet the needs of the users?

· How could the services provided by the voluntary organisation benefit the users in your chosen case study?  Are there any potential difficulties with the services provided for the people in your chosen case study? (You should refer closely to the case study to answer this question).

Guidance:

· You should refer to the relevant blocks (especially the section on Supporting People in the HNC Supplement) for supporting information on this assignment

· Planning documents relating to community care should be available on your local authority's website or from the Social Services Department's (Social Work Department in Scotland) planning and commissioning sections

· Further information can be found on the Department of Health website: www.doh.gov.uk
Students in Scotland will find it useful to visit www.scotland.gov.uk.  Also The Same As You?  Making it Work Together (Scottish Executive) is a good source of information.

· Ensure that you have covered all aspects of the tasks.
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