HOUSING AND THE LAW
Assessed Assignment 5: Housing and the Law

Submission date: Wednesday 30th May 2007
Your organisation owns an area of low demand housing and is currently considering how best to address this problem.

One Option that has been suggested is to allocate these properties to house young single people.

Your line manager has asked you to write a briefing paper for the housing officer who will be working in this area to indicate the legal conditions, provisions and remedies that they need to be aware of in considering this option.

You will need to ensure that your briefing paper covers the following:-

· Rights that exist under Homeless Legislation for young single people – Think about the specific rights (or lack of rights) of single people and also more broadly about how homelessness legislation and related issues such as Housing Benefit entitlement might in practice affect single people.
· The advantages and disadvantages of the different types of tenancies available – The word ‘tenancy’ should be interpreted widely to include other forms of legal right to occupy such as licenses. You may want to look beyond your own organisation to the different types of tenancy available to different kinds of landlords;
· Legal remedies in the event of anti-social behaviour – These might involve either the civil law or the criminal law – indicate what kind of law and what kind of courts a particular form of action involves – any may include housing mechanisms such as the tenancy contract, but also measures which lay beyond the strictly housing field. 
Do illustrate your briefing paper with examples drawn from case law where possible.  You will find examples in the course notes, or better, ask your line manager for any examples from your organisation (if you have any difficulties then ask your tutor where you might find these) and look out for reports on significant cases in the housing press.

You will find the following sections of your course notes particularly helpful in completing the assignment.

HL101 Parts C and D

HL102 Parts B (3) and C

HL103 Parts B and E

You will also find the attached extract from the ODPM website useful. 

WORD LIMIT: 1,500-2,000.

This assignment must be word processed.  Please ask your mentor to sign the front of the mark sheet where indicated to verify that the word processing is your own work.

