 Housing Policy

Assessed Assignment 1: Profiling an Area

Submission date: Wednesday 13th December 2006
Your role is that of a neighbourhood based housing officer working for a local authority or a housing association.

Imagine that you have a newly elected housing committee or several new Board members.  These new people know very little about the neighbourhood in which you work.  You have been asked to produce the text for a short handbook which aims to tell the councillors or Board members something about the housing in your area and the local and national influences and policies which have shaped it.

When preparing the assignment think of the following points relevant to the learning outcomes and skills assessment.

(a) Choose an area of mixed housing stock
You are asked to select a small area that represents a range of housing conditions, house types and tenure.  A mixed area in terms of tenure would include both owner occupiers and tenants of social housing.

(b) Sources of Information
Use the information that is readily available.  It might be from a housing needs survey conducted by the local authority or census information.  On a more local scale, the market in houses for sale, house price movement and your own organisation’s figures on waiting lists, void times etc. will tell you something about patterns of demand.  The local library may have information, maps etc on how the area has changed over time.

(c) Why are you being asked for “text for a handbook” instead of simply writing an essay about your area?

One of the important aspects of skills development is the ability to communicate effectively with a wide variety of people.  You should particularly bear in mind two aspects:

1. Be aware of your target audience.  They are not, in the main, housing professionals, economists, historians or planners.  You need to communicate with them in a way they will understand, without too much jargon or technical detail.

2. Be aware of the need to make your assignment visually attractive and interesting.  Use visual material – maps, diagrams, photographs etc. as well as written text.  Note that we do not expect you to produce the “glossy” handbook itself – you don’t have to spend a large amount of time on presentation.

Your task for this handbook:

· Describe the physical housing stock in the area and the historical, economic and environmental conditions that have affected it.  Examine the tenure mix and how this has changed (or not) over time.
· Draw up a profile of the housing customers in the area using information readily available from the local authority.
· Take account of the economic, cultural and social changes that have affected housing needs.
· Review past and current policy by the organisations affecting the provision of housing in the area differentiating between locally decided policy and that imposed by central government decision.
Use the information to produce text for a handbook of approximately 1,200 – 1,500 words excluding any charts, maps or illustrations etc.  

If you have any doubts about the suitability of the area you have chosen for your profile or need to talk over the approach you are taking, please contact your tutor for advice.

This assignment gives you the opportunity to increase your knowledge of the housing system in a particular locality and the influences, local and national, which have helped to shape it.  You should become aware of the housing history of the area, the range of influences on housing provision and the challenges and diverse responsibilities for housing management.  This assignment will be a resource for the rest of your course, widening your perspective on your own job and the housing context within which you work.  In addition, you will develop skills in information gathering and selection and presentational skills that will be use at work and later in the course.
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