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C5205 Web-Based Information Systems
Introduction to the Course

Course Structure
Web-Based Information Systems is a little different in that the course material is delivered entirely online. The URL for the material is: http://www.shu.ac.uk/schools/cms/teaching/rh1. All of the administration of the course will be conducted through Blackboard.
This means that there are no lectures throughout the whole of the course. However, the time allocated for lectures on your timetable is provided to help you with your progress. The material delivered online does include activities that require interaction with other students and teaching staff, so the tutorial sessions will remain and students must attend these. Remember that it is important that each tutorial is prepared for - every week there will be some pre-reading to do before the tutorial session. If there are any specific questions, these will be answered during the time allocated for the lecture, on a surgery basis.
The material has been sub-divided into five key Learning Outcomes. Each of the Learning Outcomes have their own material that allows the student to meet the minimum criteria for passing the module (40%). At the end of each Learning Outcome there will be a short phase test, conducted in the tutorial session.
For every Learning Outcome, the learning material has been grouped into three categories:

1. Mandatory. Material in this category will allow the student to learn the basic requirements to achieve a pass only (40%).
2. Honours. This category provides guidance and suggested exercises and readings to permit students to further their studies and learn more about the subject. If successful in the Mandatory and Honours assessments, the students will be achieving marks in the range of 41%-69%.
3. First Class. Students who have completed learning successfully in the previous two categories, and who wish to study at a much greater depth, will be able to examine topics that will prepare them for marks in excess of 69%.
Assessment
Student's work will be assessed in three ways:

1. An examination at the end of the course, which constitutes 50% of the overall mark;

2. A project that requires students to work together as a group, to be handed in during the early part of the second semester. This provides 25% of the final mark.

3. Individual phase tests. These will be conducted regularly and account for the remaining 25% of the marks. There are five Learning Outcomes and five phase tests respectively.

Group Work

The assignment requires that students work in groups. Groups can be self-selecting, in that students can choose who they want to work with, but two conditions must be met:

1. Each group must comprise three members.

2. All details of group members must be emailed to your tutor by Friday 10th October at the latest. Any students that have not organised themselves into a group will be assigned a group at random by your tutor.

First Activity

1. Go to Blackboard by typing the following URL into Internet Explorer: http://blackboard.shu.ac.uk/portal/ee_login.jsp
2. Enter your username and password.

3. Look on the screen for the box labelled 'My Courses'. In it you should find a hyperlink under a title called 'Courses in which you are participating:'

4. Select the hyperlink named "WEB BASED INFORMATION SYSTEMS (A-2003/4)". Use the blue buttons on the left of the screen to explore the site.

Second Activity
1. Type the following URL into Internet Explorer: http://www.shu.ac.uk/schools/cms/teaching/rh1
2. Select 'Teaching' from the hyperlinks on the left.

3. Select 'E-Learning' from the hyperlinks on the left.

4. Select 'Web-Based IS' from the hyperlinks on the left. You should now see the introductory screen for the course, including the module calendar. It would be a good idea to bookmark this page by adding it to your favourites list in IE.
You can now access the learning material in two ways - via Blackboard and the Internet.

Third Activity

1. Select two other students to make a group.

2. Notify your tutor by email of your group members. Please write the following in your message, substituting your own names (copy and paste it in):
Student 1:

Joe Bloggs
Student 2:

Jane Jones
Student 3:

Sarah Smith

Tutorial Group:

10X
You can now access the online resources from either Blackboard or the www. To start the course, look up the relevant week in the course calendar at: http://www.shu.ac.uk/schools/cms/teaching/rh1, and start the learning activities listed.
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